

U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE STATEMENT ON REAUTHORIZATION OF WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT


 At its retreat in August, the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board (Workforce Board) participated in a discussion of Workforce Investment Act (WIA) reauthorization with Crystal Bridgeman, Senator Patty Murray’s staff liaison for WIA legislation. During the discussion, Ms. Bridgeman commented that the Senator’s Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) committee was looking for input or support from various groups and organizations, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. As a member of the U.S. Chamber, with several individuals in leadership positions, Association of Washington Business (AWB) is the logical choice to lead an effort to encourage/recommend a strong, positive position on WIA reauthorization to the U.S. Chamber. Board member Mike Hudson volunteered to investigate the Chamber’s current position (see attached).
A subcommittee of the Workforce Board, including Mr. Hudson, Eleni Papadakis, Mark Mattke and Amy Smith-Rubeck, met to discuss the U.S. Chamber’s position in relation to the Workforce Board’s recommendations and to suggest further recommendations for AWB’s consideration.  While the U.S. Chamber’s position is overall a positive one, there were some areas where the subcommittee felt the recommendations could be stronger.  There was also a sense that, as the largest business voice in America, the U.S. Chamber should take a leading role in encouraging employers to not only support the workforce system, but also to use it. A draft of the recommendations has been circulated to the subcommittee for comment.  
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