WASHINGTON STATE
WORKFORCE TRAINING AND EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD
MINUTES OF MEETING NO. 131
November 20, 2008

Mr. David Harrison called the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board (Workforce Board)
meeting to order at 8:36 a.m. at the Association of Washington Business (AWB) in Olympia. The
following Board members and officers were present:

David Harrison, Board Chair

Creigh H. Agnew, Representing Business

John Aultman, for Terry Bergeson, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI)
Lori Province, for Rick Bender, Representing Labor

Charlie Earl, State Board for Community and Technical Colleges (SBCTC)

Jim Crabbe, for Charlie Earl, State Board for Community and Technical Colleges (SBCTC)
Mike Hudson, Representing Business

Kathy DiJulio, for Karen Lee, Employment Security Department (ESD)

Lynnae Ruttledge, for Robin Arnold-Williams, Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS)
Lisa Nisenfeld, for Kris Stadelman, Representing Local Government

Beth Thew, Representing Labor

Juli Wilkerson, Community, Trade and Economic Development (CTED)

Julie Anderson, for Juli Wilkerson, Community, Trade and Economic Development (CTED)

Eleni Papadakis, Executive Director
Welcome and Chair’s Report

Mr. Dick Walters, Vice President of Operations for AWB welcomed the Board. Mr. Walters touched on
the challenging times posed by our economy. He challenged everyone to try and come up with creative
ways to spur economic growth.

Mr. David Harrison welcomed the Board and guests to the AWB and introductions were made.

Mr. Harrison congratulated Mr. Tim Probst on his election to the Legislature. He highlighted the activities
occurring in Seattle-King County, creating “Second Chance Washington.” This program will provide new
opportunities to under-skilled adults whose income is under 200 percent of the federal poverty level. He
also mentioned the micro-enterprise training opportunity meeting he chaired and was attended by
Community, Trade and Economic Development (CTED) and Employment Security Department (ESD)
staff. Mr. Harrison reminded the Board of a breakfast meeting with the Advisory Council on Adult
Education in January. Mr. Harrison mentioned the Seattle Foundation, and the “Working Families
Rebate,” which would give lower-income families a tax break on the state sales tax.

Executive Director’s Report

Ms. Eleni Papadakis shared Mr. Martin Bean’s new appointment as Vice Chancellor for the Open
University of the United Kingdom. Mr. Bean will not take his appointment as Vice Chancellor until
October 2009 and asks if the Workforce Board would like him to stay on as a member representing
business until his appointment. Ms. Papadakis asks that we consider keeping him as long as we can,
because he has the kind of expertise we are looking for. Ms. Papadakis mentioned the all-day session on
December 2 with the Corporation for a Skilled Workforce (CSW) on workplace digital learning. The
Workforce Board will put together an advisory committee to help carry forward this project. Ms. Lisa
Nisenfeld announced that Southwest Washington received a U.S. DOL Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math (STEM) grant for $2 million to be disbursed over three years. Ms. Papadakis provided an
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update on the Washington Manufacturing Service Board of which she is a member. Lastly, Ms. Papadakis
provided an update on the private career schools that the Workforce Board regulates, as well as
mentioning to the Board that there are a lot more veterans returning to the workplace. Mr. Mike Hudson
gave the Board an overview of the recent LifeLong Learning Account (LiLA) activity with O Bee Credit
Union.

Motion 08-131-01

Ms. Beth Thew moved to adopt the September 25, 2008 and October 27, 2008 minutes. Mr. Mike Hudson
seconded the motion. The motion passed with corrections.

Year in Review: State’s Performance in Workforce Investment Act Title I-B

Mr. Carl Wolthagen, Ms. Lisa Nisenfeld, and Ms. Kathy DiJulio presented the material for Tab 1. After
the Workforce Board staff has analyzed the results of Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Title [-B
programs as measured by the state and federal performance measures, the staff reports the results to the
U.S. Department of Labor and also shares the results with the Workforce Development Councils (WDCs)
staff and includes information on possible areas for improvement. The Workforce Board also uses the
results to determine the allocation of state incentive awards.

Mr. Wolfhagen discussed the reasons why the results reported for the Southwest and Spokane Workforce
Development areas were lower than the statewide results. Both areas recorded individuals as WIA
participants who in other areas of the state would not have been counted. The panelists and Board
members discussed the reasons for this, and how this will increasingly become an issue with service
integration among programs at WorkSource centers. There are both technical issues of determining when
to count an individual as a WIA participant and policy issues of whether it is better to spread resources to
a larger number of participants or concentrate resources on a smaller number of participants.

Mr. Harrison summarized the next steps:

1. Workforce Board staff should work with Employment Security Department and the WDCs on the
technical issues of determining when individuals should be counted as WIA participants.

2. The state should set broad policy parameters for how deeply and how widely to spread resources,
but allow local flexibility within the broad parameters. Staff should work with the Interagency
Committee (IC) to develop the parameters for the Board’s consideration.

3. The driver for policy should be High Skills, High Wages, not meeting targets on federal
performance measures.

Washington’s Workforce Core Measures-Performance Targets (Action)

Mr. Bryan Wilson and Ms. Isabel Munoz-Colon presented the material for Tab 3. The Washington
Workforce core measures set forth the key measures and targets for the workforce development system in
Washington for 2008-2009. These measures and their corresponding targets are typically reported with
the latest edition of High Skills, High Wages. In addition to updating performance data, new targets must
be identified. Targets have already been determined for WIA programs—youth, adults, and dislocated
workers—and Perkins programs—secondary and postsecondary career and technical education. The U.S.
Departments of Labor and Education set the targets for, respectively, WIA Title I and Perkins with input
from the Workforce Board. Targets still need to be identified for Adult Basic Education (ABE),
Department of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR), and Department of Services for the Blind (DSB). Ms.
Lynnae Ruttledge requested that the measures better explain the context of the programs and the
participants they serve. Ms. Lori Province asked for clarification of the earnings measure.
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Motion 08-131-02

Mr. Charlie Earl moved that the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board adopt the
proposed targets for years 2008-2009. Ms. Lori Province seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Congress and Workforce Legislation: State Recommendations (Action)

Mr. Bryan Wilson and Mr. Martin McCallum presented the materials for Tab 4. The Workforce
Investment Act was enacted in 1998, originally for a five-year period. Since 2003, the U.S. House and the
U.S. Senate have passed bills reauthorizing the Act, but no bill has passed both houses. Many observers
anticipate that Congress may finally enact a new bill in 2009. The new bill may either be an amended
version of WIA or a new act that is substantially different.

One of the Workforce Board’s statutory responsibilities is to: “Provide policy advice for any federal act
pertaining to workforce development that is not required by state or federal law to be provided by another
state body.” (RCW 28C.18.050 (3) in 2002, in preparation for possible reauthorization, the Workforce
Board has pulled together the major stakeholders for WIA and developed consensus recommendations
regarding WIA reauthorization). The Governor accepted these recommendations and they were
transmitted to Congress as Washington’s official position. This tab includes proposed 2008
recommendations that were developed with the Interagency Committee through a consensus process. The
Board discussed adding “essential” to permitting pre-existing boards, adding targeted populations
language, enforcing Washington’s tripartite representation, and moderating large swings in formula
funding. Mr. Earl suggested that the Board may want to revisit this at a future meeting. The motion was
amended and a cover letter was sent to express that these recommendations were initial and that further
comments might be necessary.

Motion 08-131-03

Ms. Lori Province moved that the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board adopt the
amended motion on Workforce Investment Act Reauthorization. Mr. Mike Hudson seconded the motion.
The amended motion passed.

Review of State’s Workforce Development Policy and Budget Requests (Action)

Mr. Wes Pruitt presented the materials for Tab 5. “RCW 28C.18.060(5) directs the Workforce Board to
review and make recommendations to the Office of Financial Management (OFM) and the legislature on
operating and capital budget requests for operating agencies of the state training system for purposes of
consistency with the state comprehensive plan for workforce training and education.” Legislative
advocacy for recommendations made pursuant to this process depends on the items being included in the
Governor’s budget proposal.

The budget requests and proposed motions pertaining to workforce development for the Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction, the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges, the
Employment Security Department, and the Department of Labor and Industries and a staff analysis of the
agency budget requests and recommendations; and the budget materials submitted by each agency are
included in this information. The staff analysis, recommendations, and proposed motions take into
consideration the objectives, 10-year goals, and “Steps to Get Us There” in the 2008-2018 edition of High
Skills, High Wages: Washington’s Strategic Plan for Workforce Development as well as the program
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rationale for each budget request. Given the current fiscal situation, the Board may also wish to prioritize
the budget requests that are recommended for Board endorsement.

Motion 08-131-04

Mr. Charlie Earl moved that the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board endorse the
Department of Employment Security Department budget request for integrated job search as a priority for
Board advocacy. Ms. Beth Thew seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Motion 08-131-05

Ms. Lori Province moved that the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board endorse the
budget requests from the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges as a priority for Board
advocacy. Mr. Mike Hudson seconded the motion. Ms. Creigh Agnew wanted assurance that the
transmittal letter regarding these recommendations acknowledges these difficult economic times and the
seriousness of the Board’s review. Mr. David Harrison offered an amendment that was accepted to
endorse as a priority for Board advocacy the first six of the nine SBCTC requests bulleted on p.4 of the
tab. The amended motion passed. Mr. John Aultman voted no and Mr. Charlie Earl abstained.

Motion 08-131-06

Ms. Lori Province moved that the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board endorse the
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction’s budget request for Navigation 101 as a priority for Board
advocacy. Ms. Beth Thew seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Motion 08-131-07

Ms. Beth Thew moved that the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board endorse the
Department of Labor and Industries budget request for strengthening apprenticeship as a priority for
Board advocacy. Mr. Jim Crabbe seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Guidelines for Regional Workforce Development Council Strategic Plans (Action)
Mr. Martin McCallum presented the materials for Tab 6. The Workforce Board is responsible for
approving guidelines for local area strategic plans. The Workforce Board reviews each local plan for

consistency with the state strategic plan and makes recommendations to the Governor for approval.

Motion 08-131-08

Mr. Mike Hudson moved that the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board approve the
Workforce Development Council Guidelines for Updating Local 2009-2011 Workforce Development
Plans. Ms. Beth Thew seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Work Readiness Credential Update

Mr. Mike Hudson presented the materials for Tab 7. Mr. Hudson gave a Power Point presentation on the
Work Readiness Credential and the work thus far. There was a lot of discussion on businesses having the
need of multiple credentials. Mr. David Harrison asked Mr. Hudson and Ms. Eleni Papadakis to continue
work on this topic and report back to the Board at a future meeting.

Young Adults: Current Situation and Opportunities for Success (Action)
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Mr. Martin McCallum and Mr. Terry Travis presented the materials for Tab 8. The Washington State
Legislature passed Senate Bill 6261 in 2008. SB 6261 called for the Workforce Training and Education
Coordinating Board to examine programs to help young people between 18 and 24 years of age be more
successful in the workforce and make recommendations to improve policies and programs in Washington.
The bill requires the Board to conduct research into workforce development programs designed to reduce
the high unemployment rate among young people. In consultation with the operating agencies, the board
shall advise the governor and Legislature on policies and programs to alleviate the high unemployment
rate among young people. The research shall include disaggregated demographic information and, to the
extent possible, income data for adult youth. The research shall also include a comparison of the
effectiveness of programs in relation to the public investment made in these programs in reducing
unemployment of young adults. Mr. John Aultman shared his support, as well as that of the Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction, on this issue. Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge asked that youth with
disabilities be added in the report and that she would work with the staff on the report. Ms. Lori Province
asked which committee requested this report. Mr. David Harrison asked that the Board add language that
ties the recommendations to the best case examples in the report, and language to better explain the
recommendations from High Skills, High Wages. Ms. Beth Thew expressed the need to move forward
beyond the pilot phase and get programs that work to scale.

Motion 08-131-9

Ms. Beth Thew moved that the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board adopt the
recommendations contained in Reconnecting Young Adults 18-24: A Report To The Legislature. Ms. Lori
Province seconded the motion. The motion passed.

The meeting adjourned at 4 p.m.
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