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Contact: 
Tana Stenseng, 360-664-4232

tstenseng@wtb.wa.gov
Who are you? What do you want to be?

OLYMPIA---What do you want to be—a dental hygienist, a millwright, a winemaker, a football star, or an astronaut? 
Where Are You Going? Guide to Careers and Training in Washington State 2005 provides some answers, offering job seekers, counselors, parents, and students the latest information on more than 480 occupations all in one, easy-to-read publication. Explore the employment outlook, the level of education expected for a particular job, even suggested courses to take. Besides location and contact information for over 500 colleges, universities, private career schools, or community and technical colleges that offer degrees or training in a specific field, the booklet includes employment tools and resources to help in the job search.
Booklet highlights:

· The outlook for those considering health science occupations is excellent, growing annually by at least 8.6 percent between 2007-2012. Monthly salaries vary greatly depending upon the career chosen. Chiropractors, for example, can look forward to earning an average monthly income of $6,976 and medical laboratory technicians an average of $2,768 per month. Salaries for radiation therapists start at $4,759, while registered nurses (there are 845 new openings annually in this field) between $3,860 and $5,567 per month, excluding benefits. Meanwhile, dental hygienists can earn up to $6,980 a month.
· Nearly every listed information technology occupation is anticipating at least a 6 percent annual growth rate between 2007-2012. Growth is highest for computer engineers and programmers where average monthly salaries, excluding benefits, for both are in excess of $6,600.
· If you want to be a fire fighter, you can expect an average monthly income of around $3,984 and 85 job openings annually. Community or Technical College training is considered a plus. 
· While you may dream of being the next Brad Pitt, a backup plan is crucial! In Washington State there will only be seven new job openings annually for actors.

· Broadcast technicians, management analysts, and hair stylists should plan to attend a private career school, college, or university. However, high school, on-the-job, and apprenticeship training can lead to a career as a cement mason, pipe fitter, millwright, or heavy equipment mechanic.
· If you’re interested in sport, but can’t be the next Michael Jordan or Matt Hesselbeck, you might want to consider a career as an umpire or referee. In Washington State between 2007-2012, there will be eight opening each year.
“This is a very useful tool for anyone thinking about their future,” said Ellen O’Brien Saunders, executive director, Workforce Board, which published the 168-page booklet. “Customers for this publication include students and their parents, WorkSource counselors, school counselors, student services staff, company training and community and technical college offices, among others. There is a skills and abilities assessment in the opening pages followed by career descriptions, and what skills are required for entry-level positions. There is also advice on resume writing and how to search the web for jobs.”
Free copies of Where Are You Going? can be ordered at fortress.wa.gov/prt/printwa/wsprt/default.asp. A downloadable pdf format is also available www.wtb.wa.gov/cg2005.pdf.
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