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Washington State Educator Wins National 

Stars in Education Award

OLYMPIA  --- Lisa Edwards Pletcher, Executive Director of the Pierce County Careers Consortium, has received the prestigious Star of Education Award from the National Association of State Directors of Career Technical Education Consortium (NASDVTEC). The award goes annually to a state educator for their distinguished service, leadership, vision, and achievement in Career and Technical Education.

“We in Washington are lucky to have such an executive and educator in our state,”

said Ellen O’Brien Saunders, Executive Director, Washington State Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board, who nominated Ms. Edwards Pletcher.  “Lisa exemplifies what can happen when people work together.  Pierce County is now the only county with a common pathway system for all students.  It is the only county with a student portfolio standard in its 32 high schools.  It truly is on its way to a seamless educational delivery system where students are better prepared to take up their chosen careers, and the business community knows its new employees have the skills needed to succeed.  

An educator, who thinks of herself as a facilitator, Ms. Edwards Pletcher joined the Consortium four years ago.  Under her leadership, the body has:

· Developed and implemented a Dual Credit program resulting in more than 7,000 high school students gaining access to college credit for courses taught in high school- a tuition savings of over $1m for parents;

· Brought industry representatives in marketing, information technology and electronics together to advise education on the skills needed for employment in today’s workforce;  

· Coordinated the Hire Me First program that recognizes students who demonstrate employability skills with an ID card to show employers.  Since its inception less than a year ago, over 1,000 students and 200 employers have signed up for the program;    

· Secured over $200,000 in funding for student led conferences that help students plan their academic coursework and goals after high school.  Because of these conferences, the number of students enrolled in Math and Science courses has increased by 15 percent; and

· Increased the consortium’s operating budget by 600 percent.

“I am gratified and deeply humbled to receive this honor,” said Ms. Edwards Pletcher.  “I  am fortunate to work with an incredible group of CEO’s, College Presidents, and Superintendents, who share my commitment to help all students access learning experiences that support their personal goals and lead to career success.”

Founded in 1920, NASDVTEC is a professional body of those who share a commitment to quality education at secondary, postsecondary and the adult level.

###

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Ms. Edwards Pletcher is a graduate of Western Washington University, University of Puget Sound and currently is a doctoral student at the University of Washington.  Before joining the Consortium, she was on faculty of the Puyallup School District and Bates Technical College.  She is a member of the Tacoma-Pierce County Workforce Development Council-Youth Council and is a past member of the General Advisory Board at the Tacoma School District.
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