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Workforce Innovation in Regional Economic Development (WIRED) Grants

On November 2005, U.S. Secretary of Labor, Elaine L. Chao, announced her
Department’s plans to award ten Workforce Innovation in Regional Economic
Development (WIRED) grants. Governors were invited to submit a total of three grant
applications on behalf of regions within their states. Selected regions will each receive a
three-year grant of up to $5 million a year to implement a transformational approach to
their workforce and economic development systems.

On December 2, 2005, the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board
distributed a special edition electronic newsletter attaching an open letter from Governor
Gregoire’s urging workforce and economic development partnerships across the
Northwest region to consider applying for a WIRED grant.

On December 27, 2005, the following regional partnerships sent WIRED applications to
Governor Gregoire for her consideration:

e Northwest Enterprise Development Alliance proposal submitted by the Kitsap
Economic Development

e Advanced Materials and Manufacturing Innovation Center proposal submitted by
Edmonds Community College

e Satsop Park Energy Coalition proposal submitted by Centralia College

e Economic Transformation of the Central Puget Sound proposal submitted by the
Prosperity Partnership and the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC)

e Northwest High Performance Transformation proposal submitted by a Oregon-
Washington partnership (two-state Vancouver/Portland/Salem metro area team)

Governor Gregoire’s Executive Policy Advisor Marc Baldwin, pulled together a review
team to recommend the top three applications. The review team included staff from the
Employment Security Department, Department of Community, Trade and Economic
Development, and the Workforce Board.

On January 3, 2006, Governor Gregoire mailed the Satsop Park and Prosperity
Partnership proposals to the U.S. Department of Labor. On the same day, Governor
Gregoire and Oregon Governor Theodore Kulongoski jointly submitted the Oregon-
Washington proposal. Karen Lee, Juli Wilkerson, and David Harrison signed a joint letter
of support for each of the three applications. Department of Labor and the U.S.
Department of Commerce plan to announce WIRED grant awards in February 2006.



