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Scholarship winners highlight value of career and technical education 
142 Washington students receive two free years of college tuition 
 
OLYMPIA --- Three students from each of the state’s legislative districts have been 
awarded two years of free tuition at a Washington public or private school of their choice 
as part of a state program emphasizing the importance of career and technical education. 
 
The Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board (Workforce Board) 
announced today the winners of the 2008 Washington Award for Vocational Excellence 
(WAVE) scholarship grants. Established by the Legislature in 1984, the WAVE awards 
pay undergraduate educational tuition for two years (six quarters or four semesters) at an 
accredited public or private college or university or licensed private vocational school. 
Students are reimbursed up to the amount of the highest tuition charged by a public 
university in the state. 

Over 450 students applied for the scholarships and 142 winners were selected. Each 
application was reviewed by a committee representing business, labor, education and 
government, along with interested citizens. To be eligible, students must have completed 
high school or college career and technical education courses.  
 
“These students have worked hard and made smart choices by pursuing, in addition to 
their academic classes, career and technical education programs that will improve their 
chances for economic success,” said Eleni Papadakis, executive director of the Workforce 
Board. 
 
In a recent Workforce Board survey of employers, over 40 percent said they had 
difficulty hiring employees with occupation-specific skills. The survey estimates that 
over 60,000 employers in the state experienced lower overall productivity because they 
had difficulty hiring qualified employees.  
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Recent shifts in the economy have also highlighted a serious shortfall in mid-level 
workers prepared for jobs in manufacturing and construction, health care, food 
processing and other fields that call for education beyond high school, but don’t require a 
four-year college degree. 
 
“To meet this challenge, more students need real-world, hands-on learning that career and 
technical education offers,” Papadakis said. 
 
For more information on the WAVE Scholarship Program, go to 
http://www.wtb.wa.gov/WAVEWebpagenew.asp 

 
For a list of winners by legislative district, go to 
http://www.wtb.wa.gov/Documents/Name-School-ProgramDirectory.doc 
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