Higher Education Coordinating Board
Workforce-Related Budget Decision Packages

Statewide Student Advising System
The world of higher education is evolving in directions that demand innovation from the institutions that serve the state’s learners. After graduating from high school, more students than ever before have adopted a “cafeteria” approach to their education, taking classes at multiple institutions before obtaining a degree. Last year, roughly 14,600 community college students transferred credits to a four-year school. In order to ensure that students are able to navigate between institutions and across sectors, the state must provide timely, accurate information that students can use to plan their degrees. A statewide web-based advising system will provide students with this information.
College Readiness Definitions
The state's 2004 Strategic Master Plan for Higher Education calls for defining college readiness in mathematics, science, English, world languages, arts, and social studies. Washington State is currently investing in college readiness efforts in mathematics, science, and English. This proposal would begin work to establish readiness standards for world languages, arts, and social studies. The work would define what students need to know to be able to complete entry level college level coursework in these subject areas. The college readiness definitions for these areas will necessarily be broader than those identified in the three subject areas currently under examination.
Data-driven Policy Development
Consistent with the statewide Strategic Master Plan for Higher Education, this initiative would enhance the capacity of the Higher Education Coordinating Board (HECB) to make data driven policy recommendations to higher education policymakers, including the governor, Legislature, and the board. The HECB has worked closely with stakeholders to develop consistent reporting protocols and data sharing agreements that lay the foundation for improved data driven policy recommendations. This proposal would provide staff the resources to analyze these data sources and develop connections to additional sources to provide a comprehensive picture of the education environment that would inform statewide and regional higher education policy questions.
SNG-Expand Service to 75 Percent Median Family Income
The board’s primary 2007-2009 budget goal is to extend State Need Grants (SNG) to all students whose family incomes are less than or equal to 75 percent of the state's median income. The SNG serves students from the lowest income families. By expanding the service level of the SNG from 65 percent of the state’s median family income (MFI) level to the 75 percent MFI level, grants will go to about 70,000 students each year, representing an annual increase of about 4,000 over the current service level.
State Work Study-High Demand Fields
The legislature has recognized a need to provide incentives for college graduates to enter into high demand careers in fields like education and health care. A primary source of incentive is the conditional scholarship—a loan forgiven in exchange for service. Many first and second year students apply for these “scholarships” in advance of knowing they have made the right career choice. Using the State Work Study program, this proposal creates high value but low risk internship-like opportunities for first and second year needy students, counting favorably toward future conditional scholarship applications. Two hundred students will have participated by FY 2009.

Health Professions Loan/Scholarship
The Health Professional Loan Repayment and Scholarship Program provides recruitment incentives to encourage health care providers work in rural and underserved urban communities. These communities current report a shortage of 6,500 workers. The shortages will increase by 2010 when health care coverage is available to all children and as the population continues to age and current providers retire. An annual increase of $2,000,000 will provide additional loan repayments and scholarships to ensure providers are trained in professions with the most critical shortages, and serve Washington communities that are experiencing the most urgent recruitment needs.
Science & English College Readiness
In 2004, 37 percent of Washington students enrolling in a college or university within one year of graduation required remedial mathematics or English courses. Of those enrolling in community colleges, more than 50 percent required remediation. With funding provided by the Legislature and governor, in 2005 the board enlisted cross-sector teams (K-20 teachers and faculty) to develop English and science college readiness definitions. This proposed second phase will field test these definitions, using pilot projects to develop and test curricular materials, align college readiness definitions with K-12 reform requirements and college placement tests, communications, and data gathering.

HECB Decision Package
Page 1

