WASHINGTON STATE
WORKFORCE TRAINING AND EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD
MEETING NO. 116
MARCH 9, 2007
CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADULT BASIC SKILLS STUDENTS

At the March Board meeting the agenda will focus on creating opportunities for Adult Basic Skills students (including English as a Second Language). The material in this tab provides background information for the Board. At the meeting, there will be two groups of invited guests who will join the Board for roundtable discussions (the list of invitees is attached behind this face sheet).

In preparation for the discussion, the Board and guests may wish to consider the following questions regarding some of the major challenges facing the state:

· How can the state help students to bridge the gap between basic skills education and the “tipping point” of one-year of college level training plus a credential? (The State Board for Community and Technical Colleges’ research shows that at least one year of postsecondary training plus a credential is usually necessary for a student to obtain a decent standard of living, yet few adult basic skills students go on to college level work.)
· How can the state get the I-Best program up-to-scale? (Currently, only 447 of the approximately 18,000 fall quarter Adult Basic Skills students are in I-Best programs.)

· What can be done to expand partnerships among Workforce Development Councils and Adult Basic Skills programs? In particular, how can we get more WIA Title I participants into I-Best and other programs that integrate basic and occupational skills? (Workforce Board research shows that less than 5 percent of WIA Title I participants attend a basic skills program at a community or technical college, despite their low levels of prior education.)
· How can the state expand career pathways for low income adults?

Board Action Required: None. For discussion purposes only.
Invited Guests

Israel Mendoza 

· Director, Office of Adult Literacy

Tina Bloomer

· Project Director, State Board for Community and Technical Colleges

Panel I
Joan Weiss
· Martin Luther King Jr. Labor Council, AFL-CIO

· Chair, Adult Education Advisory Council

Paula Norby

· Tacoma Community College

· Workforce Education Council 

Troy Hutson

· Health Workforce Institute

· Member, Adult Education Advisory Council

Kris Stadelman

· President/CEO, Seattle/King County WDC

Panel 2
David Prince

· State Board for Community and Technical Colleges
Steve Frazier

· Washington Workforce Association

· Member, Adult Education Advisory Council

Karen Shaw

· City of Everett, Economic Development and Human Services

· Member, Adult Education Advisory Council

Donna Miller-Parker 

· Shoreline Community College

· Council for Basic Skills

· Member, Adult Education Advisory Council

