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   For Immediate Release

Contacts: 
Tana Stenseng, 360.664.4232, tstenseng@wtb.wa.gov


Lee Williams, 360.586.3321, lwilliams@wtb.wa.gov
WAVE Scholarship Grant Winners Announced

OLYMPIA --- Ten Spokane area students have received Washington Award for Vocational Excellence (WAVE) scholarship grants which will pay for two years of their postsecondary tuition (or other valid educational expense) in Washington State.

The ten students recognized for their outstanding achievement, leadership, and community service in career and technical education are: (NOTE: see attached page)
Now in its 22nd year, WAVE (administered by the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board) honors three students in each of the state’s 49 legislative districts. Nominated by an instructor, each applicant then goes through a screening and selection process by a committee representing business, labor, education, government, and interested citizens. 

More than 450 students annually apply for the award, which must be used at a public or private four-year institution, a community or technical college, or a private career school.

The Workforce Board is a state agency which advocates for the training and education needed for success in the 75 percent of jobs that do not require a baccalaureate degree. It also provides advice to the Governor and Legislature on workforce development policy, and is responsible for statewide planning, coordinating, and evaluating of Washington’s workforce training and education efforts. 
Spokane Area WAVE Winners
After a year-long deployment in Iraq, Benjamin Price is now a student at Spokane Community College where he is studying to be an electrical maintenance technician.

Brandon Staub has a BA in biology and a MA in conservation biology. With his WAVE scholarship, he hopes to continue his training in Respiratory Care and eventually either teach or become a physician assistant. He currently attends Spokane Community College.
Christina Voedisch attends Lewis and Clark and hope to become a nurse.

Danielle Dacar is a student at the Spokane Skills Center and hopes to become a dental assistant.
Janna Erickson is a student at University High School where she is “an indispensable force on the basketball team.” She wants to become a teacher. 

Ronald Fabros has been an art director for a TV station and a monthly magazine, a book designer, and a structural designer for a plastics company and president of a fiberglass firm. Now this 56-year-old father of four is studying architectural technology and eventually wants to pursue a Master of Architecture degree.
Jonathon Knopes once worked at a welding shop, then a lumber mill. But nursing was his passion, and in June will start working towards his goal of ultimately working in an administrative role in the Emergency Room at a major hospital.
Tiesha McCain attends Joel E. Ferris High School and wants to study medical technology with her ultimate career goal being genetic research.

Lauren Quick also attends Joel E. Ferris High School, and wants to study marketing or communications. Ultimately she wants to work in public relations for a fashion designer, record company, or film production studio.
Susan Mulvihill, a former Spokesman-Review employee, is pursuing a second career and wants to become a physical therapist helping patients suffering from neurological disorders.
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