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   For Immediate Release

Contacts: 
Tana Stenseng, 360.664.4232, tstenseng@wtb.wa.gov


Lee Williams, 360.586.3321, lwilliams@wtb.wa.gov
WAVE Scholarship Grant Winners Announced

OLYMPIA --- Thirteen Snohomish County students have received Washington Award for Vocational Excellence (WAVE) scholarship grants which will pay for two years of their postsecondary tuition (or other valid educational expense) in Washington State.

The 13 students recognized for their outstanding achievement, leadership, and community service in career and technical education are: (SEE attached for list of students and schools)

Now in its 22nd year, WAVE (administered by the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board) honors three students in each of the state’s 49 legislative districts. Nominated by an instructor, each applicant then goes through a screening and selection process by a committee representing business, labor, education, government, and interested citizens. 

More than 450 students annually apply for the award, which must be used at a public or private four-year institution, a community or technical college, or a private career school.

The Workforce Board is a state agency which advocates for the training and education needed for success in the 75 percent of jobs that do not require a baccalaureate degree. It also provides advice to the Governor and Legislature on workforce development policy, and is responsible for statewide planning, coordinating, and evaluating of Washington’s workforce training and education efforts. 
Snohomish County WAVE Winners
Lorin Dole attends Kamiak High School and wants to become a computer programmer in real-time interactive simulation. Ultimately he would like to design video games and develop supportive visual software for special needs children.

Thomas Hogan attends Sno-Isle Technical Skills Center as well as Edmonds Community College and has been a varsity athlete for the past two years. Once he has his electronics certificate, he is looking for a job as an electronics assembler so that he can work while studying for his degree in electrical engineering. Paul Lunsden also attends Sno-Isle Technical Skills Center and also wants to be an engineer—an industrial one.
Austin Kruse is a student at Edmonds Woodway High School where he has been captain of their football team. He wants to study architecture and eventually have his own firm.

Kelsey Allen has been swimming competitively since he was eight years old. He envisions his future however in becoming a certified pastry chef and eventually having his own shop and wedding cake design company.
Kyle Elledge attends Marysville Alternative High School and is working towards a degree in computer networking.

An Everett Community College student Sherry Samonds worked in business for several years before deciding to become a sonographer practitioner. 

Rebecca Baker attends Sno-Isle Technical Skills Center and wants to become a veterinary technician.
Kelsey Boyce attends Arlington High School and wants to go into marketing or advertising. Her photography work has been published in Nikon’s Best of College Photography 2005.

Brooke Muzzy is a student at Everett Community College and wants to become a nurse. 
A Snohomish High School student, Robyn Dvorak wants to be an entrepreneur and open a family business with her father.
Reena Giese is a student at Lake Washington Technical College. This mother of two wants to become a dental hygienist after having worked in a dental office for over seven years.

A Marysville-Pilchuck High School student, Jordan Maddux wants his own retail business. Currently he is working on a program called Safe Ride to keep young drivers safe from drinking and driving.
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