
 

 
 
 
Request for Presentations 
 
We are seeking proposals from presenters and speakers for our 2009 Washington 
Workforce and Economic Development Conference, Oct. 27-29, at Spokane’s 
Davenport Hotel. This conference is hosted by the Workforce Training & Education 
Coordinating Board and Department of Community, Trade and Economic 
Development. 
 
This year’s annual conference builds on these general themes: 

1.  How investment, partnerships and global forces affect our economy and 
workforce. 

2.  How can Washington state position itself to take full advantage of an economic 
recovery?  

3.  How can we create more effective interactions among government, businesses 
and workers? 

4.  How strategic partnerships between workforce and economic development 
professionals, and others, strengthen our ability to respond to economic 
changes now and in the future.  

5.  What workforce and economic considerations of tomorrow’s Washington and 
strategies should we understand to compete successfully for living-wage jobs, 
a thriving business community and a continually improving quality of life? 

 
For our plenary sessions, we are looking for visionary, inspiring and future-focused 
speakers. 
 
For our concurrent sessions, we are looking for both practical, hands-on experience 
and higher-level policy presentations.  
 
Proposals are due April 28, 2009  
Email Tim Sweeney at tsweeney@wtb.wa.gov, with “Conference Proposal” in the 
subject line.  Or mail to:  
  
  Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board 

      c/o Tim Sweeney 
 P.O. Box 43105  

                    Olympia, WA 98504 
 
Proposals should follow the guidelines on the following page. 
 

mailto:tsweeney@wtb.wa.gov


 

 
 

 
 
A successful proposal will show how a presentation will: 
 

1.  Demonstrate proven results (unless the subject or experience is about recent 
activities  related to the economic stimulus package). 

2.  Articulate lessons learned—including concrete examples of what worked, and 
what did not. 

3.  Provide tangible takeaways, so audience members can put good ideas to work 
right away. 

4. Relate or be of strong interest to our conference participants and to Washington 
state. 

5.  Demonstrate, wherever applicable, how business and labor were engaged in the 
design, delivery, and evaluation of the project. 

 

Proposals for presentations need to include: 
 

1. Name. 
2. Mailing address. 
3. Daytime phone numbers, fax number, and e-mail address for each person 

presenting during the session.  
4. Title of proposed session. 
5. Your target audience and key reason why that audience will care about this 

presentation. 
6. Brief description (200-500 words maximum), noting:  
 a. The scope of your presentation. 
 b. Target audience and main reason they will want to see this presentation. 
 c. Key findings. 
 d. Proven results, unless related to recent economic stimulus activities. 
 e. The presentation’s alignment with the conference themes. 

 f. How the presentation will emphasize partnerships or engagement of    
employers/business. 

7. A brief (no more than 25 word) description of the main thrust of the 
presentation, including  three (3) learning outcomes. This description will be 
used in the conference program if your proposal is accepted. 

8. Length of time. (Sessions will run from 60 to 90 minutes. Presentations can be 
single presentations or can be designed to be part of a panel of presenters. We 
may consider combining single presentations with other compatible 
presentations.) 

9. If your participation is contingent on a speaking fee or expenses being covered, 
please state what that is. (Our budget is limited and knowing costs will help us 
with our program planning.) 

 



 

Thank you for your interest in making a presentation at 
our annual fall conference.  

We look forward to reviewing your proposal. 
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