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   For Immediate Release

Contacts: 
Tana Stenseng, 360.664.4232, tstenseng@wtb.wa.gov


Lee Williams, 360.586.3321, lwilliams@wtb.wa.gov
WAVE Scholarship Grant Winners Announced

OLYMPIA --- Seventeen Pierce County students have received Washington Award for Vocational Excellence (WAVE) scholarship grants which will pay for two years of their postsecondary tuition (or other valid educational expense) in Washington State.

The 17 students recognized for their outstanding achievement, leadership, and community service in career and technical education are: (See attached list)

Now in its 22nd year, WAVE (administered by the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board) honors three students in each of the state’s 49 legislative districts. Nominated by an instructor, each applicant then goes through a screening and selection process by a committee representing business, labor, education, government, and interested citizens. 
More than 450 students annually apply for the award, which must be used at a public or private four-year institution, a community or technical college, or a private career school.

The Workforce Board is a state agency which advocates for the training and education needed for success in the 75 percent of jobs that do not require a baccalaureate degree. It also provides advice to the Governor and Legislature on workforce development policy, and is responsible for statewide planning, coordinating, and evaluating of Washington’s workforce training and education efforts. 
Pierce County WAVE Winners
Katherine Viola, a Governor John R. Rogers High School student, has a “passion” for video production and would like to either own her own production company or teach the subject. She has won several awards at regional and local film festivals for her work.

Miles Hall was a successful restaurant manager until an injury forced him into another career path. This father of five, who attends Pierce College in Puyallup, wants to work in public relations, preferably in the nonprofit sector.

Jessica Henning is a student at Emerald Ridge High School and actively involved in Future Farmers of America. She wants to be a marine biologist.

Victoria Nicolich also attends Emerald Ridge High School, but she wants to be a Family and Consumer Services career and technical education teacher.

Leesa Ellis attends Tacoma Community College and wants to work in a clinic or hospital setting as a medical office assistant. 
Inna Frolov also wants to work in the medical field as a nurse. Originally from the Ukraine, she speaks five languages and often is called to interpret at Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital. This wife and mother attends Henderson Bay High School.
Heather DeMarce wants to be both an interpreter for the deaf as well as a juvenile corrections officer. She currently is working with an autistic girl who is nonverbal to improve the child’s vocabulary when she is not attending Mt. Tahoma High School. Another Mt. Tahoma student is Andrew Tilton who set up a TV Production Club there. He also helped produce a video for middle school parents about transitioning to high school and currently produces a 10 minute daily news program for the school. Not surprisingly, he wants to study video production and broadcasting.
Alexis McLaurin, who attends Wilson High School, wants to be a pediatric nurse.
Alexandria Hunter wants to either be an economist or work in business. She ranks 13th in her class at Lakes High School, is a National Honor Society member, and an Ignite mentor for transitioning freshmen as well as various other academic activities.
Jeffrey Ladd worked as a Department of Defense police officer until an injury led him to a new career path. Now this Bates Technical College student wants to complete a degree in biology, then conduct research on Alzheimer’s disease. Ultimately, he’d like to teach. He has interned for a year at Madigan Army Hospital where he and a fellow student set up standard operating procedures which are the basis of the program used today.
Sarah Hartong, a Lincoln High School student, wants to become a high school math teacher. She enjoyed her internship opportunity so much, she took the class twice (earning an A both times).
Heidi Pitsch attends Henry Foss High School where she is captain of the cheerleading squad. She plans on becoming a dental hygienist.

Chelsea Hunt is president of the White River Future Farmers of America chapter and not surprisingly wants to study agriculture education and teach it one day.
A Sumner High School student, Leanne Scherb is a varsity cheerleader and wants to study veterinary medicine.

Deborah VanCleave and Courtney Underwood both attend Clover Park Technical College and both want to go into Human Services. Deborah is a single parent of three special needs adopted children and was in the workforce for 14 years before returning to college. Courtney is one of four senators in Clover Park’s student government and plans on becoming a case manager, social worker, or counselor.
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