DRAFT Partner Agencies Legislative Requests

Department of Commerce
2017 DRAFT Legislative Proposals

Economic development — Sector lead funding and other business retention, recruitment and expansion

activities.

Office of Youth Homelessness — Policy ask for the new Office of Youth Homelessness, and funding

packages related to youth and family homelessness.

Department of Social and Health Services’
Economic Services Administration’s 2017 Legislative Proposals
August 29, 2016

These proposals are still pending approval from OFM and the Governor’s Office for the 2017
legislative session.

Exempt the Equity Value of One Vehicle up to $10,000 — The Department of Social & Health Services
(DSHS) proposes to amend RCW 74.04.005 to exempt the equity value of one vehicle for Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), State Family Assistance (SFA), Aged, Blind or Disabled Assistance
(ABD) and other cash assistance programs. The current equity value exemption limit of $5000 for one
vehicle has been in place since 1977. This policy restricts ownership to older vehicles, which are less
reliable and more expensive to maintain than newer vehicles. Having a reliable vehicle enables going to
work or participating in WorkFirst activities, which helps families leave and stay off of cash assistance.

Expand Office of Financial Recovery’s (OFR’s) Enforcement Authority — This proposal would give OFR

the statutory authority to file liens and orders to withhold and deliver (OWD) in order to increase
collections for (1) tuition reimbursement from Child Welfare Training and Advancement Program
(CWTAP) participants who choose not to fulfill the program requirements, (2) former DSHS employee
overpayments, and (3) state issued fines against nursing homes/family adult homes/child care providers.
Currently, the only collection authority the Department has to collect from former employees is to ask
for voluntary payments. Similarly, may only request to collect back state issued fines against nursing
homes/family adult homes/child care providers. With this increased statutory authority, OFR predicts it
would be able to collect an additional $170,000 in total funds per year.

NOTE: Other agencies’ requests still pending. The Board will discuss partner agency legislative
requests and potential recommendations to the Governor and Legislature at a special Board
meeting that will be scheduled at a later date.
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