Governor’s Proposed K-12 Budget

A workforce development perspective

The Workforce Board supports the following items in the Governor’s proposed
2009-2011 operating budget that continue funding for programs initiated in the
last few biennia that enhance the preparation of students for the world of work.

Pre-apprenticeship: $350,000 for incentive grants for districts and pilot
projects to develop pre-apprenticeship programs in the building trades and
crafts, including program design, school/business/labor agreement negotiations,
and recruitment of high school students.

Rationale:

e These programs provide an optional career pathway for students not
interested in a purely academic route to a living wage job.

e They provide direct access to high wage employment during training.

e They are a pipeline into a high-demand career field - the building trades
industry faces significant labor supply issues.

Navigation 101: $5,152,000 for the dissemination of the Navigation 101
curriculum, including disseminating electronic student planning tools and
software for analyzing the impact of the implementation of Navigation 101 on
student performance, and grants to at least 100 school districts each year for the
implementation of the Navigation 101 program.

Rationale:

e A comprehensive guidance program brings meaningful and relevant
instruction to students, making personalized education an integral part of
the school culture.

e Initial evaluations of the Navigation 101 program have shown positive
results - districts with mature programs show substantial parent
participation in student-led conferencing and a higher proportion of their
students graduating than the state overall.

e Navigation 101 also addresses a significant equity issue — it provides
guidance to many students who do not have parental support or a lack of
education success in their family background.

CTE Grants: $5.5 million for secondary career and technical education grants
for developing high demand CTE courses, CTE programs of study, CTE course
equivalencies, and courses that integrate CTE with basic skills instruction and
English as a second language (I-BEST).

Rationale:

e CTE coursework provides an optional type of instruction for students that
respond best to applied learning opportunities.

e These grant programs are increasing the rigor and availability of CTE
coursework linked to postsecondary education opportunities.

e Additional CTE coursework is an essential component of the “CORE 24"
high school graduation requirement proposed by the State Board of
Education.
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