WORKFORCE TRAINING AND EDUCATION COORDINATING BOARD MOTION
Adopted: May 14, 2008

WHEREAS, Objective 3.1 of 2006 High Skills, High Wages, the 2006 State Strategic Plan for
Workforce Development, calls for implementation of the Best Practice Comprehensive Guidance
System, Navigation 101, across the K-12 system; and

WHEREAS, there is no clearly articulated definition of the High School and Beyond Plan or
the Culminating Project in the current State Board of Education regulations; and

WHEREAS, Objective 4.1 of 2006 High Skills, High Wages, the 2006 State Strategic Plan for
Workforce Development and the 2006 Washington Learns report both call for expanding opportunities
for secondary students to take career and technical education preparation programs; and

WHEREAS, the Career and Technical Education Advisory Committee established by the
Legislature is preparing guidelines for local school districts to establish equivalency credits and
identifying career and technical education coursework that will likely meet the criteria; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of Education Meaningful High School Diploma Committee has
prepared a draft proposal for high school graduation requirements that will prepare students for college
and/or work; and

WHEREAS, K-12 Education should be student-centered—offering education that prepares
students to fulfill their future education and career goals;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Workforce Training and Education
Coordinating Board commends the State Board of Education for its continued efforts to enhance
Career and Technical Education. The Board supports the direction of the March 27, 2008, Draft
Proposed Graduation Requirements in providing options for students that are based on preparing
students for college and/or the world of work, including providing a three-credit career and technical
education option;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating

Board suggests the following specific components be added to the “Core 24” requirements proposed

by the Meaningful High School Diploma Committee to help prepare all students for careers and

provide flexibility for a more personalized and relevant program of study in high school:

1. Align the criteria for the High School and Beyond Plan with the critical components in
Navigation 101, the comprehensive career guidance curriculum, or substantially similar
counseling models selected by school districts.

2. Change the occupational education credit to a career and technical education or equivalent credit
for students planning to attend a baccalaureate institution, working with school districts without
Career and Technical Education offerings to accomplish this transition..

3. Require the Culminating Project to be aligned with the High School and Beyond Plan and adopt a
requirement that students must “apply” the skills learned in high school in their project.

4.  Either allow students to receive “double credit” for equivalency courses or allow equivalency
courses to satisfy more than one requirement for graduation.
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