Region 9: Tri-County WDA - Kittitas, Klickitat, and Yakima
Counties

The data for this region show a large agriculture and food products cluster with a high

location quotient and rapid growth in recent years. The growth may be due to the rapid
expansion in the number of wineries in the Yakima Valley, one of several regions in the
state that have seen a substantial increase in wine grape growing and winery production.

Another cluster with a very high location quotient and high wages is motor home
production. This region also has a high location quotient for aircraft parts manufacturing,
but the data cannot be displayed due to confidentiality rules. Several other clusters
shown on the charts below with 1,000 to 2,000 employees.

In all of the 5 clusters for which occupational data are available, the percentage of middle
wage jobs is higher than the regional average, and 2 of the clusters have a higher
percentage of high wage jobs compared to the regional average. The strategic value
index gives the highest scores to the agriculture and food products cluster, and other
ambulatory health care. However, the range of scores on this index is quite narrow since
so few clusters are listed in the table. The lowest score given is for warehousing. The
indexing method does not recognize the unique value of warehouses in an agricultural
region; without the warehouses many of the agricultural products would have far less
value, especially the fruit products for which this region is well known.

Note in the accompanying map, the strong clustering of firms in Manufacturing in the
Yakima area, the clustering of Forest Products firms in the Ellensburg and in the
southwest portion of the region, and the intense clustering of Agriculture and Food
Products firms in the Ellensburg and Yakima areas.



Figure 28: WDAZQ9 Cluster Characteristics
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Figure 29: WDAZQ Cluster Linkages
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Table 26: Distribution of Occupational Median Wages in WDA 9

Wage Type Annual
Wages
Mean Wages $35,808
Pct25 Wages $21,202
Median Wages $29,489
Pct75 Wages $43,328

Table 27: Middle and High Wage Jobs by Cluster in WDA 9

Cluster All Middle Percent High Percent
Employment Wage Middle Wage High
Jobs Wage Jobs Wage
Jobs Jobs
Motor Home Mfg. 377 258 68% 57 15%
Agriculture & Food 28,988 24,433 84% 797 3%
Products
Ornamental metalwork 783 508 65% 183 23%
Forest Products 1,369 930 68% 266 19%
Other Ambulatory Health 1,033 694 67% 299 29%
Care
Cluster Total 32,550 26,823 82% 1,602 5%
All Industries 126,379 79,293 63% 21,741 17%
Clusters as % of 26% 34%

All Industries
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Figure 30: WDA9 Cluster Map
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