
 Region 8: North Central WDA – Adams, Chelan, Douglas, Grant, 
and Okanogan Counties 

The North Central region is mostly rural, and agriculture is the dominant industry.  
Agriculture has a very high location quotient (24.6) and is the largest cluster in the region 
(over 32,700 employees).  Two other industries, while much smaller, also have location 
quotients over 20:  local government electricity and cut stone production.  Forest products 
is a small cluster with about 730 employees.  Several small metal manufacturing sectors 
are combined into a metals sector because they have too few establishments to show 
individually, and two service clusters with over 1,000 employees, gambling/other 
entertainment and other ambulatory heatlh care, are also shown on the charts below. 
 
The largest cluster, agriculture was growing in recent years and is expected to continue to 
expand, albeit very slowly.  Few other growth projections are available for this region 
since much of the ESD data is suppressed to protect the confidentiality of firms in very 
small industries.  Gambling/other entertainment and other ambulatory health care are 
both expected to expand modestly. 
 
The available occupational data for 5 clusters include 2 that have a higher percentage of 
middle wage jobs, and 2 that have a higher percentage of high wage jobs, than the 
regional averages.  Due to the suppression, the ranking of clusters is based on only about 
half of the variables used in other regions.  Hence, the rankings for this region are not 
comparable to the other regions.  However, the rankings of the top three sectors do not 
change if only the variables with complete data are considered.  These top ranking sectors 
are agriculture & food products, local government electricity, and metals. 
 
Agriculture and Food Products establishments are important and highly clustered 
throughout the region.  There is a strong cluster of Forest Products firms in Wenatchee, 
though they are relatively dispersed in other areas of the region.  The strongest 
concentration of Manufacturing Specialty cluster firms is in the Moses Lake area.  
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Figure 25:  WDA8 Cluster Characteristics 

  
 
Figure 26: WDA 8 Cluster Linkages 
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Table 23: Distribution of Occupational Median Wages in WDA 8 
Wage Type Annual 

Wages 

Mean Wages $35,216 

Pct25 Wages $21,356 

Median Wages $29,050 

Pct75 Wages $41,551 

 
 
Table 24:  Middle and High Wage Jobs by Cluster in WDA 8 
Cluster All 

Employment
Middle  
Wage 
Jobs 

Percent 
Middle 
Wage  
Jobs 

High 
Wage 
Jobs 

Percent 
High 
Wage 
Jobs 

Agriculture & Food Products 23,708 22,422 95% 598 3% 

Cut Stone production 489 24 5% 86 18% 

Forest Products 773 202 26% 89 12% 

Gambling & Recreation 1,060 684 65% 33 3% 

Other Ambulatory Health 
Care 

1,061 532 50% 451 43% 

Cluster Total 27,091 23,864 88% 1,257 5% 
All Industries 110,433 70,696 64% 17,818 16% 
Clusters as % of  
All Industries 

25% 34%    
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Figure 27:  WDA 8 Cluster Map 
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