
 Region 12:  Spokane County WDA 
Spokane sits on the state’s eastern border, and as the largest city between Seattle and 
Minneapolis/St. Paul, it has traditionally served as a major distribution and services 
center for a largely rural hinterland.  This strategic position has earned this city the 
informal title of capitol of the “Inland Empire.”  The data in the charts and tables below 
show two clusters with quite high location quotients, aluminum sheet manufacturing and 
non-ferrous metals.  Both of these clusters with high location quotients have been 
contracting in employment in recent years. 
 
The other clusters in the county are closely bunched in the first bubble chart; hence a 
second bubble chart is provided with an expanded scale for these clusters.  High tech 
manufacturing, a substantial cluster in this region, has been contracting in recent years.  
This cluster includes manufacturing of aircraft, communications, and computer 
equipment, as well as electrical signal testing and other electrical equipment.  Most of the 
other clusters shown on this second bubble chart have been expanding, including a 
number of service industries and two small manufacturing industries.  The bubble charts 
suggest a region undergoing a transformation from its traditional industrial base to a more 
services oriented economy. 
 
Occupational data are available for 11 clusters in this region.  3 of these clusters have a 
higher percentage of middle wage jobs than the regional average, and 4 have a higher 
percentage of high wage jobs. 
 
For many of Spokane’s clusters, the data are very incomplete due to data suppression by 
ESD to protect the confidentiality of individual firms or small groups of firms in the 
modestly sized clusters found in the Spokane region.  Therefore the strategic analysis 
may provide limited information.  Other ambulatory health services receives the highest 
score, followed by high tech manufacturing, colleges and universities, and construction. 
 
Figure 41 shows that the vast majority of the firms in these clusters are centered around 
Spokane, with very few in outlying areas of the region.  Services establishments are 
highly concentrated in the downtown area of Spokane, but with other concentrations just 
north and east of the downtown area as well.  High Technology Manufacturing 
establishments are clustered further to the east, in the Orchard Park and Liberty Lake 
areas.  Other Manufacturing clusters are evident just east of downtown Spokane, though 
there are strong clusters to the west near the Highway 2/Interstate 90 interchange and 
further east near Liberty Lake. 
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Figure 38:  WDA12 Cluster Characteristics 

 
Figure 39:  WDA12 Characteristics of Additional Clusters 
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Figure 40:  WDA12 Cluster Linkages 
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Table 35: Distribution of Occupational Median Wages in WDA 12 
Wage Type Annual 

Wages 

Mean Wages $37,877 

Pct25 Wages $22,272 

Median Wages $31,250 

Pct75 Wages $46,093 

 
 
Table 36:  Middle and High Wage Jobs by Cluster in WDA 12 
Cluster All 

Employment
Middle  
Wage Jobs 

Percent 
Middle 
Wage  
Jobs 

High 
Wage 
Jobs 

Percent 
High 
Wage 
Jobs 

Metal & Machinery 
Manufacturing 

721 456 63% 65 9% 

High Tech Manufacturing 2,895 1,313 45% 1,204 42% 
Sheet Metal & Metal Bldgs 1,360 1,043 77% 197 14% 
Wood Kitchen Cabinet Mfg. 1,041 958 92% 57 5% 
Travel Trailer & Camper Mfg. 423 197 47% 45 11% 
Other Concrete Products Mfg. 899 793 88% 94 10% 
Other Ambulatory Health 
Services 

3,230 2,223 69% 962 30% 

Business Support Services 3,209 1,562 49% 277 9% 
Misc. Prof. & Technical Services 1,238 312 25% 161 13% 
Health Care except Other 
Ambulatory Health Services 

22,844 9,654 42% 7,506 33% 

Construction 14,436 10,054 70% 3,403 24% 
Cluster Total 52,296 28,565 55% 13,971 27% 
All Industries 217,461 115,991 53% 48,396 22% 
Clusters as % of  
All Industries 

24% 25%    
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Spokane County and Kootenai County 
 The table below contains location quotients for sectors concentrated in Spokane 
County, and in Kootenai County ID, which is located east of Spokane County.  In most 
sectors that are concentrated in Spokane County there are low levels of location quotients 
in Kootenai County.  However, there are cases where sectors are concentrated in both 
counties.  These include support activities for other mining (29), water & sewage systems 
(32), cut stock – resawn lumber (118), primary nonferrous metals except copper & 
aluminum (215), industrial mold manufacturing (279), miscellaneous electrical 
equipment manufacturing (343), office furniture except wood (370), and other 
miscellaneous professional services (450).  Weaker concentrations in Idaho are found in 
concrete pipe manufacturing (194), other aircraft parts manufacturing (353), and other 
ambulatory health care (466).  Much stronger concentrations are found in Kootenai 
County than in Spokane County in cut stock – resawn lumber (118), miscellaneous 
electrical machinery manufacturing (343), and office furniture except wood (370). 
 
 
Table 38:  Spokane and Kootenai County Location Quotients 

NAICS Description Spokane LQ Kootenai LQ

29 Support activities for other mining 9.19 4.16
32 Water- sewage and other systems 3.59 2.52
48 Flour milling 3.95 0.00
69 Rendering and meat product  3.71 0.00
76 Dry Pasta  mfg. 8.07 0.00

110 Footwear Mfg 48.33 0.00
118 Cut stock - resawn lumber 3.70 21.83
131 Die-cut paper office supplies 9.66 0.00
186 Ceramic wall & floor tile 8.08 0.00
194 Concrete Pipe Mfg. 4.33 1.91
211 Aluminum sheet / plate 28.89 0.00

215 
Primary nonferrous metals ex copper & 
aluminum 43.94 15.93

223 Nonferrous foundaries ex. Aluminum 8.10 1.07
232 Prefabricated metal buildings 4.83 0.00
236 Sheet metal work 4.13 0.22
264 Paper Industry Machinery 11.56 0.00
279 Industrial Mold Mfg. 2.88 2.94
297 Packaging machinery mfg. 5.68 0.00
302 Electronic computer mfg 4.27 0.00
306 Telephone apparatus mfg. 5.93 0.00
308 Other communications eq. mfg. 10.19 0.00
318 Electricity & signal testing eq. 7.08 0.00
343 Misc. Electrical Eq. Mfg. 9.19 17.22
353 Other Aircraft Parts Mfg. 3.17 1.34
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Table 38 continued  

NAICS Description Spokane LQ Kootenai LQ
349 Travel Trailer & Camper Mfg. 3.66 0.51
362 Wood kitchen cabinets 3.71 0.87
365 Metal Household Furniture Mfg. 2.94 0.00
370 Office Furniture ex. Wood 3.26 41.92
392 Rail Transportation 3.62 0
450 Other Misc. Prof. Services 2.56 15.28
455 Business Support services 2.68 0.69
462 Colleges & Universities 1.60 0.00
464 Home Health Care 1.23 3.12
466 Other Ambulatory Care 2.26 1.64

495 Federal Electrical Utilities 8.81 
 Data not 
available
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Figure 41:  WDA12 Cluster Map 
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	Region 12:  Spokane County WDA
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