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   For Immediate Release

Contacts: 
Tana Stenseng, 360.664.4232, tstenseng@wtb.wa.gov


Lee Williams, 360.586.3321, lwilliams@wtb.wa.gov
WAVE Scholarship Grant Winners Announced

OLYMPIA --- Eight Clark County students have received Washington Award for Vocational Excellence (WAVE) scholarship grants which will pay for two years of their postsecondary tuition (or other valid educational expense) in Washington State.

The eight students recognized for their outstanding achievement, leadership, and community service in career and technical education are: (NOTE: see attached page)

Now in its 22nd year, WAVE (administered by the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board) honors three students in each of the state’s 49 legislative districts. Nominated by an instructor, each applicant then goes through a screening and selection process by a committee representing business, labor, education, government, and interested citizens. 

More than 450 students annually apply for the award, which must be used at a public or private four-year institution, a community or technical college, or a private career school.

The Workforce Board is a state agency which advocates for the training and education needed for success in the 75 percent of jobs that do not require a baccalaureate degree. It also provides advice to the Governor and Legislature on workforce development policy, and is responsible for statewide planning, coordinating, and evaluating of Washington’s workforce training and education efforts. 
Clark County WAVE Winners
Patrick Lowndes attends Heritage High School and wants to study business administration with the ultimate goal of working in a management role at a nonprofit organization. He has received numerous academic awards and is the 2006 Marketing Student of the Year.
David Nelson is a student at the Center for Agricultural Science and Environmental Education and wants to become an engineer “who creates needed products for society in an environmentally responsible way.” Last year he was the Career and Technical Education Student of the Year.
Christopher Thompson is a former Marine who wants to become a chemical dependency counselor. Ultimately, he would like to teach the subject at the college level.
Travis Chambers is the first Heritage High School male swimmer to ever qualify for state, and he qualified in two events after only two seasons. He wants to pursue a career in advertising, eventually owning a multilingual (Spanish/English) agency.
Rames Murillo worked in the information technology for several years before deciding to attend Clark College for further education. Ultimately, he would like to be a network engineer and then perhaps also teach IT to older students.

Melissa Boles directs Columbia River High School’s daily TV morning news show and not surprisingly wants to work in television as a cameraman, editor, or director.
An Evergreen High School student, Dorothea Pegler has been an exchange student in Ecuador and at the Global Young Leaders conference in Eastern Europe. She wants to work in a zoology-related career.

Coral Swanson has worked in restaurants and as an administrative assistant, but she wants to be a nurse working in oncology with children and adolescents. She attends Clark College.
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