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The Workforce Board wishes to commend the members of the Joint Task Force 
on Basic Education Finance for their efforts in producing an excellent template 
for the definition and funding of basic education in this state.  We believe the 
proposed definition and funding structure will provide school districts with the 
necessary resources for their students to learn the skills needed to prepare 
them for the world of work.  We support the following proposed components 
of the new financing system, which are particularly important for preparing all 
students for today’s economy: 
 

Career and Technical Education 
 

• Reduced class size for exploratory and preparatory CTE courses in 7th 
to 12th grade. 

 

• Enhanced funding of materials, supplies, and operating costs for CTE 
courses. 

 

These additional resources will ensure the rigor and quality of CTE courses. CTE 
coursework is an essential component of the “CORE 24” high school graduation 
requirement proposed by the State Board of Education.  It provides an optional 
type of instruction for students that respond best to applied learning 
opportunities. 
 

Guidance Counseling and Health Services 
 

• Improved funding ratios for guidance counselors, including 
graduation advisors. 

 

• Improved funding ratios for student health services, including school 
nurses and social workers. 

 

These additional resources will support a comprehensive guidance program for 
students and adequate personnel to assist students in addressing non-
academic barriers to learning.  A comprehensive guidance program brings 
meaningful and relevant instruction to students and support for students with 
a lack of education success in their family background.  Additional nurses and 
social workers will help students who are at risk of dropping out address their 
non-academic barriers to learning. 
 

Dropout Early Warning Data System 
 

• A subset in the data system of student information elements to serve 
as a dropout early warning data system.   

 

A dropout early warning system will accurately identify struggling students so 
that timely and appropriate academic and non-academic interventions can be 
made.   
 

We do remain concerned that the dropout issue is not fully addressed in the 
Task Force proposal.  We suggest that the Building Bridges Workgroup be 
tasked with making additional recommendations on this issue, including 
appropriate services for at-risk students and adequate accountability provisions 
to ensure school districts are addressing the issue.
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