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The Washington State Graduation Requirements
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electives for their local requirements. p)



1.

Policy Recommendations

Remove 150-Hour Restriction on Credit Definition; substitute
the following non time-based definition: “successful completion
of the subject area content expectations or guidelines
developed by the state, per written district policy.” (The
competency-based definition will remain.)

Two-For-One with required district reciprocity. Students may
earn one credit and satisfy two graduation requirements (one
academic and one career and technical) by completing a
career and technical course determined by a district to be
equivalent to an academic core course. Districts shall set the
limit on the number of “two for one” classes a student may take.
Students will still need to earn the state minimum number of
credits.



Policy Recommendations

3. Start High School and Beyond Plan at Middle School Level

4. Make Washington State history a non credit requirement on student
transcript

5. Add .5 credit of Civics



Student Pathways

Staff will work on models of pathways based on
Brown option. This will include options for
students:

1.

Pursuing IB

2. Attending skill centers
3.
4. Holding clearly defined interest areas.

Needing support classes



SBE Action

Advocate for funding
beginning in 2011 to be
fully funded and
implemented for the class
of 2016.
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2011

graduation
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Legislative Authorization and Funding Needed

(c) The state board shall forward any proposed changes to the
high school graduation requirements to the education
committees of the legislature for review and to the quality
education council established under RCW 28A.290.010. The
legislature shall have the opportunity to act during a regular
legislative session before the changes are adopted through
administrative rule by the state board. Changes that have a
fiscal impact on school districts, as identified by a fiscal
analysis prepared by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction, shall take effect only if formally authorized
and funded by the legislature through the omnibus
appropriations act or other enacted legislation.




HSBP and the Culminating Project

Essential complements to the
Washington State credit
graduation requirements




What Is the High School and Beyond Plan?

The high school and beyond plan:

e gets all students thinking about their future and how to get the
most out of high school, no matter what direction they plan to
take. Ideally, students write their plan in eighth or ninth grade and
then continue to revise it throughout high school to accommodate
changing interests or goals.

e adynamic process—rather than simply a checklist product—
requiring comprehensive guidance services to assure that students,
parents and school personnel review, and if needed, revise, a
student’s program of study regularly over the course of their
secondary experience.



High School and Beyond Plan:
ProEosed Changes

All students shall be required to complete a personally-relevant high school and
beyond plan that includes reflective practice and shall include documentation
(evidence) of a student’s:

*Personal interests and career goals.
*Four-year plan for course-taking that is related to the student’s interests and goals.

*Research on postsecondary training and education related to one’s career interest,
including comparative information on the benefits and costs of available choices.

*Budget for postsecondary education or training and life based on personal and career
interest.

eParticipation in a postsecondary site visit(s). (The committee talked about including
the possibility of “virtual tours” of postsecondary institutions in lieu of actual visits).

*Completion of an application for postsecondary education and training.
-Completion of a resume. Meaningful High School Diploma Committee recommendations



What is the Culminating Project?

The culminating project:

e is an experiential, hands-on project that gives students a
formal opportunity to demonstrate their learning
competencies related to Washington’s Basic Education Act?

goals three and four:

e Goal 3: Think analytically, logically and creatively, and integrate experience and
knowledge to form reasoned judgments and solve problems.

* Goal 4: Understand the importance of work and how performance, effort and
decisions directly affect future career and educational opportunities.
1RCW 28A.150.210



Culminating Project: Proposed Changes

The project(s) shall include a portfolio, a presentation, and a product. The project(s)
may also include, for example: a research or reflective paper, community service,
job shadowing, internship, or other components deemed appropriate by the
district.

The project(s) shall demonstrate the application of core academic skills and learning
competencies from each of the following categories:

— Learning and innovation skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem-
solving, communication and collaboration).

— Information, media, and technology skills.

— Life and career skills (flexibility and adaptability, initiative and self-direction, social and
cross-cultural skills, productivity and accountability, financial literacy, leadership and
responsibility, perseverance).

Assessment of skills and successful completion of the project shall be determined by
the local school district
Meaningful High School Diploma Committee recommendations



Feedback & Questions
By September 24, SBE will be seeking feedback
on the graduation requirements via online
survey.

We will then gather this information for review
prior to the final vote in the November Board
Meeting.
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