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Governor’s Best Practices Awards for Workforce and Economic Development – 2012
This award recognizes practices that have demonstrated achievement and results in both the workforce development and economic development fields.  Nominated projects should represent the intersection of both of these disciplines by elevating the skills and earning potential of participants while improving the bottom line for employers.  
Nomination forms and any accompanying materials must be submitted no later than 10 a.m.  August 22.  Nomination materials can be sent to: tsweeney@wtb.wa.gov .  Nominations that do not include this attached completed form will not be considered.  

Nominations will be reviewed by a team of private and public sector workforce and economic development professionals.  Additional information might be requested after review.  The goal is to announce winners by early October.

Things to keep in mind when completing the form. 

Identify what is different about this program/project – The objective of this award is to identify the practice that is creating success.  Applications should identify the unique practice or practices contributing to success.                            
Combined Workforce and Economic Development Benefits –  Nominations need to demonstrate how the project or program is contributing to the prosperity of both employers and workers. If a project creates jobs, it also must have a training process for ensuring that local workers are getting the jobs.  If a program provides new training for workers, it also must be benefitting employers by providing in-demand employees or creating a talent pipeline that benefits the employer(s).

Demonstrate Results – A successful nomination will provide data that demonstrates how the program or project has provided both workforce and economic development benefits. Anecdotes are not sufficient.  Award winning projects will show results regarding program completion, job placement and earnings as well as the positive impact on employers. Contact Tim Sweeney (360-586-8678) if you have any questions on how to present the data. 

Additional materials:  Additional materials, such as brochures, news articles, can be included if they help explain the program or project. Avoid overloading your nominating packet since judges will have a lot of material to review. 
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Governor’s Best Practices in Workforce & Economic Development Award Nomination Application


Nominated Project Title:       
Project Lead Name:        Phone number        E-mail      
Summary of nominated project, including goals and target population (No more than 100 words.):      
Region and/or communities benefitting from project:      
When (month and year) did nominated project launch:      
Has the project/activity operated continuously since then:     
If not, explain:     
Start-up costs          Most recent annual budget:       
List your major funding sources, including tax credits or incentives, grants, and other private sector support:      
From the participants’ perspective, explain how your program/process or project works (450 words or less):      
Describe the unique aspects of the project with a particular focus on those elements that can replicated or shared with other areas and fields of work (450 words or less)     
Describe how this practice/project is helping your target population improve its standard of living through higher skills and higher earnings: (See cover page) (150 words or less)       
Describe how this practice/project provides a direct benefit to employers, business and the economy: (See cover page) (150 words or less)       
Will the nominated project continue into the future?     
 If yes, how will it be funded and sustained. (100 words)      
In an attachment, demonstrate how this project/activity has made a quantifiable difference to the economic health of working people and employers. (Tables and graphs based on verifiable numbers. Words should be used only to support the data and should be kept to a minimum. Of particular interest is: participant completion, participant employment, participant earnings and employer/business benefits) Check when done.  FORMCHECKBOX 

A short concluding statement on why you believe this project/activity 
should serve as a best practice model. (100 words or less)      
Program or Project’s website or webpage:      
List the leading individual(s) or organization(s) that should receive special recognition for their role in the project or activity. Please provide name, title, role, address and phone number.      
Name and contact information of person completing this nomination form:      
